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All data are seasonally adjusted unless otherwise indicated.

U.S. Financial Datais published weekly by the Research Division of the Federal Reserve Bank of
St. Louis.  For more information on data, please call (314) 444-8590.  To be added to the mailing
list, please call (314) 444-8809.

Information in this publication is also included in the Federal Reserve Economic Data (FRED) data base
on the internet at www.stls.frb.org/fred.

THE WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS:
■ In April, new single-family homes sold at an annual rate of 894,000

units.  April’s sales rate was 9.5 percent below March, the slowest in
five months.  New home sales in April were up 6 percent from a year
earlier.  In April, the inventory of unsold new homes totaled 288,000
units, which was up 1.8 percent from March but down 5.3 percent
from a year earlier.

■ Initial claims for state unemployment insurance benefits totaled
407,000 for the week ending May 19.  Measured on a four-week
moving-average basis, initial claims totaled 403,000, the fourth
consecutive week that new claims have exceeded 400,000.  Continuing
claims for unemployment insurance benefits totaled 2,772,000 in the
week ending May 12, the highest total since June 1994.

■ The Bureau of the Census reported the results of its annual revision
to manufacturers’ shipments, inventories and new orders survey
(M3).  Revised data indicate that manufacturers’ new orders fell 
3.9 percent during the first quarter, significantly more than the
previously reported 2.8-percent decline.  First-quarter numbers for
manufacturers’ shipments and inventories were revised little from
their initial estimates.  In addition to the standard benchmarking
procedures, the M3 report now tabulates data under the North
American Industry Classification System (NAICS).  The NAICS
replaces the previously used Standard Industrial Classification 
(SIC) system. 
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