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U.S. Financial Datais published weekly by the Research Division of the Federal Reserve Bank of
St. Louis.  For more information on data, please call (314) 444-8590.  To be added to the mailing
list, please call (314) 444-8809.

Information in this publication is also included in the Federal Reserve Economic Data (FRED) data base
on the internet at www.stls.frb.org/fred.

THE WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS:
■ In March the producer price index (PPI) for finished goods fell 

0.1 percent, as energy prices fell 2.6 percent, the largest decline 
in 11 months.  After rising at a 4.1 percent annual rate during the
fourth quarter of 2000, the PPI rose at a 5.5 percent rate during the
first quarter, the largest increase since the fourth quarter of 1990.

■ Measured in current dollars, the value of retail sales fell $0.7 billion,
or 0.2 percent, in March.  Sales of durable goods fell 0.7 percent,
while sales of nondurable goods rose 0.1 percent.  During the 
first quarter, retail sales advanced at a 4.5 percent annual rate,
appreciably faster than the 0.4 percent rate of gain seen during
the fourth quarter of 2000.

■ Initial claims for state unemployment insurance benefits totaled
392,000 for the week ending April 7.  Measured on a four-week
moving average basis, initial claims totaled 380,500, its highest
level since April 1996.

■ The index of the trade-weighted value of the U.S. dollar against
seven major currencies measured 105.3 (1973=100) for the week
ending April 11.  The value of the dollar is up 5.1 percent year-to-
date and 10.1 percent from a year earlier (see back page).

■ Based on preliminary data, yields on 30-year U.S. Treasury
securities averaged 5.58 percent for the week ending April 13.
Yields were up 28 basis points from four weeks earlier, but down 
24 basis points from 26 weeks earlier (see Page 7).
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