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All data are seasonally adjusted unless otherwise indicated.

U.S. Financial Datais published weekly by the Research Division of the Federal Reserve Bank of
St. Louis.  For more information on data, please call (314) 444-8590.  To be added to the mailing
list, please call (314) 444-8808 or (314) 444-8809.

Information in this publication is also included in the Federal Reserve Economic Data (FRED) electronic
bulletin board at (314) 621-1824 or internet World Wide Web server at www.stls.frb.org/fred.

THE WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS:
■ For the three months ending December 2000, the employment cost

index (ECI) for private industry workers rose 0.7 percent, or at a 
3 percent annual rate.  The wages and salaries component of the
ECI also increased 0.7 percent during the fourth quarter, while the
index measuring changes in benefit costs rose 0.9 percent.
Private-sector compensation costs increased 4.4 percent in 2000,
the largest increase in nine years.  Last year’s acceleration in the
ECI was largely attributed to a 5.6 percent jump in benefit costs.

■ In December, sales of existing single-family homes fell 7.4 percent 
to 4.87 million units (annualized).  Sales of previously sold homes
totaled 5.03 million units in 2000, the second-highest total on record.

■ Initial claims for state unemployment insurance benefits totaled
316,000 during the week ending Jan. 20.  Averaged over the latest
four-week interval, initial claims totaled 336,000.  The four-week
moving average of unemployment claims declined 7.3 percent during
the last two reporting weeks.

■ The index of leading economic indicators fell 0.7 percentage
points in December to 108.3 percent (1996=100), its lowest level
since May 1999.  The leading index rose only three times last year.

■ A $1.3 billion drop in imports of goods and services, combined
with a $0.8 billion decline in U.S. exports, resulted in a U.S. trade
deficit of $33.0 billion in November.  The U.S. trade deficit totaled
$33.6 billion in October.
























	The Week's Highlights
	Page 2
	Adjusted Monetary Base

	Page 3
	MZM

	Page 4
	Adjusted Reserves

	Page 5
	M1 & Total Checkable Deposits
	Currency Component of M1

	Page 6
	Yields on Selected Securities

	Page 7
	Selected Interest Rates

	Page 8
	M2 & MZM

	Page 9
	Savings & Small Time Deposits
	Large Time Deposits & Retail Money Funds

	Page 10
	Total Borrowings
	Bank Loans & Credit

	Page 11
	Commercial Paper of Nonfinancial Companies
	Commercial & Industrial Loans

	Page 12
	Trade-Weighted Exchange Rate Indexes


