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According to the advance estimate, retail sales, which are measured
in nominal terms, rose 0.1 percent in September after registering
gains of 1.5 percent in August and 1 percent in July.  Excluding
auto sales, retail sales increased 0.6 percent in September.
Following a 1.7 percent rise in the second quarter, total retail
sales increased 2.3 percent during the third quarter.  Excluding
autos, sales increased 1.4 percent during the third quarter, 
the smallest gain in a year.

Paced by a 7.2 percent rise in petroleum prices, the index of 
U.S. import prices increased 0.7 percent in September.  Although
total import prices are up 3.4 percent from a year earlier, 
prices of nonpetroleum imports are off 0.5 percent. 

Nonagricultural payrolls fell 8,000 in September, the first decline
since January 1996.  The index of aggregate hours, similarly,
dropped 0.5 percent in September.  According to the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, growth of payroll employment and hours worked
were stunted by the effects of Hurricane Floyd.  Nonfarm payrolls
expanded at a 2 percent annual rate during the third quarter, while
hours worked grew at a 2.2 percent rate.  The civilian unemployment
rate measured 4.2 percent in September and for the third quarter.

Yields on 30-year U.S. Treasury bonds closed at 6.29 percent on
Wednesday, Oct. 13, 1999, up 12 basis points from a week earlier
and the highest daily close since Oct. 28, 1997.

All data are seasonally adjusted unless otherwise indicated.

U.S. Financial Datais published weekly by the Research Division of the Federal Reserve Bank of
St. Louis.  For more information on data, please call (314) 444-8590.  To be added to the mailing
list, please call (314) 444-8808 or (314) 444-8809.

Information in this publication is also included in the Federal Reserve Economic Data (FRED) electronic
bulletin board at (314) 621-1824 or internet World Wide Web server at www.stls.frb.org/fred.
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