‘Prompting economics’
How to reconcile ‘traditional’ information services with
Al-based information practices
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Now, some intervention Is happening...

[ ‘.T...‘ Why is GDP so different across countries? Why is GDP so different across countries?

@ Gross Domestic Product (GDP) varies across countries due to a wide range of factors. Here O Searching for papers

are some of the key reasons for these differences: O Summarizing 8 abstracts

@ Final answer
1. Economic Development: Countries at different stages of economic development will

naturally have different levels of GDP. Developed countries tend to have higher GDPs Summary of top 4 papers cony

e These papers provide insights into the factors that contribute to the differences in GDP across

have more advanced infrastructure, technology, education systems, and efficient countries. Barro 2003 and Alonso-Carrera 2010 suggest that variations in GDP can be attributed to

institutions. differences in factors such as human capital, investment ratio, fertility rate, government
. Population Size: Countries with larger populations generally have higher GDPs simply due consumption, inflation rate, terms of trade, and international openness. Barro 2003 emphasizes the
importance of initial levels of real per capita GDP and human capital, while Alonso-Carrera 2010
BEE highlights the role of capital endowments and sectoral composition. These findings suggest that
economic growth and sectoral structure play significant roles in explaining the differences in GDP
across countries (Barro 2003; Alonso-Carrera 2010).

to the sheer number of people contributing to economic activities. For instance, Chir
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How to deal with this? A few suggestions...

Continuously observing and evaluating information behaviour in economics.

Common activities and tasks (as far as we have come to know them...):

- brainstorming and structuring

- literature search and summaries

- translations / text improvements / text formatting

- data analysis

- coding (in terms of Al pair programming)

- prompting*

Cf. Anton Korinek, 2023. "Language Models and Cognitive Automation for
Economic. Research"4.N.BE.R.A\N.o.r.k.i.nqP.apers.30957 ..............................................................................

ﬂ Leibniz-Informatio:
Wirts l aft @
Lb Ii nation Centre
E



https://www.nber.org/papers/w30957

How to deal with this?

Keeping track and informing (oneself) about Al-based tools and practices
as part of general information literacy.
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How to deal with this?

Adopting and contextualizing pre-trained Large Language Models (LLMs), e.g.
by fine-tuning and training them with domain specific word embeddings for

- text classification (purpose: subject indexing and retrieval)

- text summarization (information retrieval, literature review)

- translating natural language user prompts to queries
(information retrieval)




How to deal with this?

Integrating Al approaches and infrastructures into existing information services
and practices: first on an experimental level, then by becoming productive.

Example @ZBW: Chatbot-based information assistant

How can | find literature
about differences in GDP?

Econbiz ChatbOt Se General tips can be found

in our FAQ.

Talk.Test.Feedback
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