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After this session you should: 
 

 have an understanding of types of resources 
for investigating economic history. 

 be more familiar with the tools to find these 
resources. 

 be confidant in your ability to guide students 
and patrons in doing economic history 
research. 

Learning Objectives 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Goal:  They walk out and use this information and share this with others (students, faculty, other librarians) 



 
A classroom activity you can use 

 
 Sources of economic information & how to find 

them 
 Contemporaneous Accounts 
 Archives 
 Guides & Bibliographies 
 Government Publications & Data 

Agenda 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Experience an activity that also illustrates a question from history for re-use in your classroom Understand the possible types of resources, and how to find themExperience/Experiment with several tools to find economic history, and discuss the traditional methods, as well.Print mattersUnderstanding the historic structure of information gathering (e.g., structure of government) is especially importantThere are materials online, but not in the most friendly manner



 

Quick go-round on what experience you have with 
historic economic information 
 

What do you expect from the workshop?  What’s the 
one thing that would delight you? 

What do You Know?  Expect? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Part I - Ask them about their experience with historic economic information, and their goals for the workshop.  Adjust our practices as necessary. [5 min]



 
 
 

Hands-on Economic History 

New York Times headline, 
October 30, 1929. 
 
 
 
 
Crowds of people gather 
outside the New York 
Stock Exchange following 
the Crash of 1929.  
(Library of Congress) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Something you can do with your studentsGet into groups!Evaluate the resources; find evidence; support conclusionsPut up evidence on the timeline on the wallPut them in groups of 2-3 people.  Each group gets a highlighter, paper, and some post-it notesHand out front pages from newspapers (e.g., Commercial and Financial Chronicle-KS, Wall Street Journal-KS, and New York Times-RH) that cover a different week during the two or three month period leading up to the crash of October 1929, plus that month’s National Summary of Business Conditions from the Bulletin.  The issues of the C&FC are weekly, so each group will get a week of information to digest.I am thinking that we could add a long sheet of paper to the wall, and ask people to put evidence into a timeline on the wall. 



Does the evidence in your 
packet support the idea 

that the stock market crash 
was inevitable? 

Information & data that supports the idea goes above the line 
 

Information & data that refutes the idea goes below the line 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Subtext and first question:  what evidence have you found?How would you characterize the information sources?What kind of weaknesses do you see?What strengths?Come back together as a group & have a brief discussion about the types of information the groups came up with. We may not end up covering everything discussed here, but we’ll hit the highlights.  �



 
Newspapers 

 
Data publications 

 
 Speeches, testimony, commentary 

 
Archival materials  

Contemporaneous Accounts 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thoughts about what they saw/learned in the exercise they just did?What are the strengths and weaknesses of these contemporaneous accounts?It might be worthwhile to explain the difference between contemporaneous accounts and those that happen after the fact.  It's far easier for a student or historian to look back on an event and say "X happened because of Y".  But it gets more complex for the people who are living in the middle of "X" to be able to even see that "Y" exists.  They may be focused on something completely different. Yes - I think this would be a good opportunity to talk about how different many of the contemporary accounts look than one might expect looking back - these give us a very different story than someone writing with knowledge of what happens in the future. I wonder if we should focus here on newspapers, trade publications (for lack of a better word) & speeches - we focus more on data later and we do talk about the presidential publications later, but that will be part of their packet....But I think you’re right, having the participants bring some of the weaknesses of these sources out from the exercise is good - and maybe mentioning that one of the strengths is these can really help understand why things went so bad, no one was really preparing, just assuming it was a blip.�



 
 Finding aids 

 
Archivist=friend 

 
Organization of information is not like libraries 

 
 See resources for list of likely locations of 

economic archival material 
 

Archives 



 

Roosevelt Library 





 
UCSB Presidency Project 



 

Historical Economic Policy 
Documents 

 Presidential documents  
 UCSB & Presidential 

libraries 
 CFR Title 3 

 
 Federal Reserve materials  
 FRASER 
 Meeting minutes 
 Speeches 

 Historical gateway 
 

 Congressional documents 
 American 

Memory/FDsys 
 CIS Indexes/ProQuest 

Congressional 
 

 Agency materials 
 FOIA reading rooms 
 Federal Register (1936-) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
�Grey litCongressional DocsPresidential papers, etc.�



 
Tracing Agency Change 
 Guide to U.S. Government Publications (aka Andriot) 
 U.S. Government Manual 

 
Who Produces the Information  
 Historical Statistics of the United States (online & in print) 
 Statistical Abstracts & Almanacs 
 International Historical Statistics, 1750-2010.  

 
Old-School Government Information Textbooks 
 United States Government Publications, Boyd & Rips 

Understanding the Sources 



 
Activity?  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Left this in as a place holder…delete if you think we don’t need itKatrina Says: “Do we need this slide? I think we could say everything that is in it and skip it”First of all… google is your friend here.Mostly, you look for a hook and then follow its lead.  So,Bank debit data (see the record in FRASER, follow it forward)“so, i think we should ask them to see if they can follow an idea/data/person/policy/institution/topic backwards or forwards in time.”



 

Finding Historical Economic Publications  

Grey lit (policy docs, speeches) 
 

Data & statistical publications including every important US 
banking data publication revisions to data pre-ALFRED 

FRASER (https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/) 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
KatrinaBriefly discuss & demo publication from 2 major sources, emphasizing these are not the only sources, just major sources.�

https://fraser.stlouisfed.org/


 

Finding Historical Economic Publications  
HathiTrust (http://www.hathitrust.org) 

Library catalog of full-text digitized material 
 

Public domain, government produced works can be downloaded by anyone 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rebecca

http://www.hathitrust.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Internet Archive (https://archive.org/) 
 Unorganized; serials difficult to find 
 Includes random publications not 

available elsewhere 
 Any user can upload digitized, public 

domain materials 

 
 

Additional Sources 

 
NBER (http://nber.org) 
 Early institution for economic 

research; digitized; high quality 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Demo a publication from HathiTrust & FRASER and discuss scope of each collection (pros and cons)

https://archive.org/
https://archive.org/
http://nber.org/


 
 ALFRED—vintage data 
 http://alfred.stlouisfed.org/  

 FRED’s NBER data (3000 series) 
 https://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/categories/33061  

 Measuring Worth  http://measuringworth.com/index.php  
 Historical data comparisons, US & UK   

 Groningen Growth and Development Centre 
 http://www.rug.nl/research/ggdc/databases 

 EH.net collected datasets 
 http://eh.net/databases/  

 

Finding the Data 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Show ALFRED in a recent way (last month’s payroll unemployment)Then, find a historical ALFRED.find a series you like, mention source, make a change (in FRED), DO SOMETHING and be able to cite it.

http://alfred.stlouisfed.org/
https://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/categories/33061
http://measuringworth.com/index.php
http://www.rug.nl/research/ggdc/databases
http://eh.net/databases/


 

Questions?  
Comments?  

Ideas? 
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