
How Does the World Bank 
Tell Stories with Data



We do data from farm to table



data.worldbank.org/sdgatlas
An all-new 2018 edition of the Atlas of Sustainable 
Development Goals, featuring over 180 annotated 

data visualizations on trends, data and 
measurement issues related to the 17 SDGs.



Why an SDG Atlas?



How are the SDGs Monitored? 

• Inter-agency and Expert 
Group on SDG 
Indicators (IEAG-SDGs)

• Develops global 
indicator framework 

• Includes member states; 
regional and international 
agencies are observers



The Bank’s SDG Indicators Group

• Members from across the Bank’s thematic global 
practices providing technical input to all 17 goals

• Bank responsible for reporting on 20 indicators 
covering 9 goals and involved in another 20+.

• All work closely aligned with the Bank’s own Twin 
Goals



No Indicator Name Bank Unit Tier 

1 1.1.1 $1.90 poverty Poverty GP, DECPI, DECDG 1

2 1.2.1 Monetary poverty, national Poverty GP 2

3 1.2.2 Multidimensional poverty, national Poverty GP, DECPI 2

4 1.3.1 Social Protection Coverage SPL GP 1

5 1.4.2 Land tenure security DECAR 2

6 3.8.2 Universal Health Care HNP & DECHD 2

7 5.1.1 Legal framework for Gender equality DECIG 2

8 7.1.1 Electicity access Energy GP 1

9 8.10.2 Access to Finance DECFP 1

10 9.1.1 Rural road access Transport & ICT GP 3

11 9.3.2 Small-scale industries with loan / credit line DECIG 2

12 10.1.1 Growth of B40 vs average Poverty GP 2

13 10.2.1 People under 50% median income Poverty GP, DECDG 3

14 10.7.1 Recruitment costs SPL GP 3

15 10.c.1 Remittance costs Finance and Markets GP 2

16 16.5.2 Bribery DECIG 2

17 16.6.1 Actual versus approved budget Governance GP 1

18 17.3.2 Remittance volume / total GDP DECDG 1

19 17.4.1 Debt service / exports of goods and services DECDG 1

20 17.13.1 Marcoeconomic Dashboard DECDG 3

21 17.17.1 Amount of Public Pvt Partnership GTIAK 2



How is the World Bank involved in monitoring SDG indicators?

Bank directly responsible Bank involved

Tier 1 93 total

7 direct

11 involved

 

Tier 2 72 total

8 direct

5 involved

 

Tier 3 62 total

5 direct

4 involved

 

Mixed tiers 5 total

2 involved

Source: UN IAEG-SDG and World Bank SDG Indicators Group





SDG Atlas - Open data, open code

• Produced by all of the Bank

• Bank’s first fully reproducible publication 

• Caters to a wide audience





2017 2018





Open Data. Open Code. All data visualizations built with R 
and ggplot for a computationally reproducible publication. 



What does it contain?



















Which country is the largest 

producer of farmed fish?









Online guide to the 
World Development 

Indicators
A new way to discover data on development





World Bank’s Integrated 
Data Catalog



Continue to 

make sure 

data is 

shared and 
reused. 



What’s next?



Integrating data into the fabric of 
development

Improving understanding and insights through

• New data science tools and skills

• New types of data and methods

• And …



… don’t forget surveys







Thank You!
Malarvizhi (“Malar”) Veerappan
Senior Data Scientist (@malarv)
The World Bank 
Development Data Group 
Data.worldbank.org| data@worldbank.org | @worldbankdata
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